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Teen Suicide 
 

   

(1) In 2001, two boys spent an afternoon drinking 

beer. They were also smoking. They listened to 

music by a band called ‘Leather Kill’. Later that 

evening they tried to kill themselves. One boy died 

right away. The other died three years later. 

 

(2) The two families blame the record company that made the record and the band. 

They believe the music helped the boys to kill themselves. They are going to go to 

court to get money from the record company and the band.  

 

(3) The parents think people should know what type of music their kids are listening 

to. They want warning labels put on all records so people will know if the music is 

good or bad.  

 

(4) A judge said that the band and the record company did not get the two boys to kill 

themselves. The court said that what was on the record was an accident of the 

sounds mixing together. The song does not call for teenagers to commit suicide. One 

lawyer said all music can be heard wrong. Any song played backwards could make 

strange words. The lawyer thinks the judge was very fair because the band did not 

put any secret words into their music.  

 

(5) One of the boys’ father says he does not think this will be the last time parents 

will go to court for this. He believes other bands will be held responsible for the music 

they make. An Iowa family who lost their son to suicide is thinking about going to 

court, too. 
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A: Vocabulary 
 

Write the letter of the definition that matches the word. 

 

1. a suicide  A. to let someone know something that might happen 

 

2. to commit B. something bad that happens that is not planned 

 

3. to listen  C. to decide to do something and then do it 

 

4. to warn  D. to be the cause of something that happens 

 

5. an accident E. to kill yourself 

 

6. responsible F. to hear 

 

7. a teenager G. a person who decides what is right or wrong 

 

8. a judge  H. a person between the ages of 13 and 19 
 

 

B: Select a Word 
 

 

Read the story and select the answer to each question. 

 

1. They __________ to music by a band called ‘Leather Kill’.  

 

2. He believes other bands will be held ___________ for the music 

they make. 

 

3. An Oregon family who lost their son to __________ is thinking 

about going to court, too. 

 

4. Two families __________ the record company and the band that 

made the record. 

 

5. The court said this was an  __________. 
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C: Sequencing 
 

Number the items below in the correct order in which they appeared in the 

story. Write the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 to list the order in which the story 

was written. 

 

   Any song played backwards could make strange words. 

            ___ 

 

   They believe the music told the boys to kill themselves. 

            ___ 

 

   One lawyer said all music can be heard wrong. 

            ___ 

 

   Later that evening they tried to kill themselves. 

            ___ 

 

   In 2001, two boys spent an afternoon drinking beer. 

            ___ 

 

   One boy died right away. 

            ___ 
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D: Drawing Conclusions 
 

Read the question and select the correct letter that matches your answer. 

 

1. Why are the families going to court? 
 

A. They want to complain about the lawyers. 

B. They want to get money from the band and record company. 

C. They want to find out who the judge is. 

 

2. How did the boys spend their afternoon? 
 

A. They were drinking and smoking. 

B. They were doing their homework. 

C. They were playing baseball. 

 

3. When did the boys die?  
 

A. They both died right away. 

B. They both died three years later. 

C. One died right away and the other died three years later. 

 

4. The boys thought they heard some strange words on the record. 

What did the court say these words were caused by?  
 

A. It was an accident of the sounds mixing together. 

B. It was a secret message made by the band. 

C. It was put there by the record company. 

 

5. Why does one father think this will not be the last time parents will 

go to court for this? 
 

A. The judge is telling parents to come to his court. 

B. Other families are thinking about going to court over this issue. 

C. The lawyers and the judge like to work together. 
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Answer Key 

 

A: Vocabulary 

 

1 E 

2 C 

3 F 

4 A 

5 B 

6 D 

7 H 

8 G 

 

B: Select a Word 

 

1 listened / were listening 

2 responsible 

3 suicide 

4 warned 

5 accident 

 

C: Sequencing 

 

1. In 2001, two boys spent an afternoon drinking beer. 

2. Later that evening they tried to kill themselves. 

3. One boy died right away. 

4. They believe the music told the boys to kill themselves. 

5. One lawyer said all music can be heard wrong. 

6. Any song played backwards could make strange words. 

 

D: Drawing Conclusions 

 

1 B 

2 A 

3 C 

4 A 

5 B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


